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418 TH E CAMBRO-BRITOy. 

a composition will form a monument more durable than marble 
or b*ass, in commemoration of a chieftain, to whom no want 
of heroism can be attributed ; but he fell, forsaken and be- 
trayed, a victim to hostile force *. 

I am, Sir, your"s, &c. Ieuan. 



LETTER IV. 

Ctutell Madoc—Ckarkt Pawel, Esq.—Brothwel Ysgythrog^ 

Sir David Gam — Owam Glyndwr. 
StR, — I shall not detain you with many remarks on the 
dreary Eppynt hills, which lie between the Wye and the vale 
of Brecon. Leaving the mountains, and passing the chapel of 
ease, called the tipper Chapel, you descend into a country, 
which appears pleasant to the traveller after descending front 
these Pyrennean heights, and particularly in winter, when 
snow renders the road dangerous, though neither wolves nor 
robbers infest the country. Passing by an old mansion, 
called Baili Brith, so named from a neighbouring hill, you 
come to Castell Madoc, once a place of some consideration, 
but, like some other residences, forsaken by the proprietor. 
The late Charles Powel, Esq., a former owner, had much of 
the appearance of a Cambrian Chief of former days : he was a 
dignified magistrate and a good officer. This family bore the 
arms of Bleddyn ab Maenarch, the field azure, 2. Brychan, 
3. Erystan Glodrydd, 4. Crest Rhys Gocb, the wyvern's 
head argent. Mr. Jones's remark on the family is worth tran- 
scribing. " Their characteristic, for several generations, was 
that of plain unaffected country gentlemen, hospitable to 
strangers, neighbours, and friends, and charitable to the poor; 
but the last Charles Powel was a man of more than common 
talents, improved by an intercourse and correspondence with 
several of the learned of his day, and by great reading and 
much experience during the progress of a long life." 

X^ear to Castell Madoc House is the Lower Chapel, and, 
about two miles farther, on the left side of the road, Llamle- 
vilog church, close to the wall of which is a very ancient mo- 
nument, supposed to commemorate Brochwel Ysgythrog ; but 

• Two short English poems oa this subject, with some notices, have ap- 
peared in the Cambro-Bkiton. See vol. ii. p. 39, and the last Number, 
p. S78.— Ed. 
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Mr. Jones thinks that Rbaiu, one of the sons of Brychan, 
was there interred. At the entrance of the church is a stone 
inscribed with the name C. A.T.V.C. the application of which 
Mr. Jones is at a loss to discover ; but may we not suppose it 
to be one of the sons of Brychan of that name * ? 

On an eminence, to your left, over the Honddy, is Garth- 
brengy church, in which the famous Davydd Llywelyn, called 
Sir David Gam, had his residence and property, at a place 
called Peytyn Gwyn, there being a Peytyn Du and a Peyty« 
Glas f. The stern valour of this Chieftain, and his fidelity to 
King Henry the Fifth, in whose defence he fell at the battle of 
Agincourt, are well known. 

Owain Glyndwr, the friend of the House of York, and Da- 
vydd Gain were perpetually hostile to each other. It is 
strange, that some of our historians should affirm, that the hero 
of Brecknock was nearly allied to Owain by marriage, for he 
married a Radnorshire lady ; the mistake arose from this — that 
Owain's sister was married to Davydd ab Ednyved Gam, a 
nobleman of North Wales. His valour was of the turbulent 
kind, and his attempt to assassinate Owain fixed a dreadful 
blot on his character, which, however, the Lord of Glyn- 
dyvrdwy, though he suffered him to escape at the time, re- 
solved to avenge : this he did on his estate and his country in 
the most ample manner. H en T tne Fourth being Earl of 
Hereford and Lord of Brecknock, previous to his coming to 
the crown, the gentlemen of Brecknockshire, and among them 
Davydd Llywelyn of Peytyu, were firm in the interest of that 
Prince, which farther accounts for the ravages of Glyndwr in 
this county. 

After mentioning these scenes of bloodshed, I am thankful 
that we can now approach, in safety, to the town of Breck- 
nock, and calmly survey the rivers, woods, and eminencies in 
its vicinity, and without obstruction from ancient portals or 
barriers. We shall once more pause awhile, and then resume. 
Meanwhile 1 remain, with due respects to the countrymen of 
Glyndwr, Your Friend and Servant, 

April 9, 1822. Ietjan. 

* Brychan had a son, named Cadog; but he died in France, where h« 
was, most probably, buried. He had a son named Khawin, aa well as 
Bhain, above mentioned.— See p. S9S of this Number*— En. 

t Probably meant for Peithyn Gwyn, dec— Ed. 



